[Intestinal spirochetosis in HIV infection: prevalence, isolation and morphology of spirochetes].
The prevalence of intestinal spirochaetosis was investigated in 39 HIV-positive homosexual males (mean age 39 [24-65] years) in different stages of HIV infection (3 with the lymphadenopathy syndrome, 8 with AIDS-related complex and 28 with AIDS). Biopsies for cultural and histological demonstration of spirochaetes were obtained during routine ileoscopies. At the time of examination 35 of the 39 patients had intestinal symptoms. 27 patients had had no previous antimicrobial treatment. In 12 of the 27 previously untreated patients with intestinal symptoms spirochaetes were demonstrated, to different extent, from the terminal ileum to the rectum, while the treated group of eight and the control group of four were negative. There were no significant inflammatory changes histologically. Treatment with metronidazole in most cases improved symptoms. In their ultrastructure the microorganisms showed several complete convolutions, cone-shaped cell endings, cell length of 4-18 microns, cell diameter of 0.21-0.35 microns and five subterminal flagella. Morphological considerations favour the inclusion of these microorganisms in the genus Treponema rather than Brachyspira.